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itself across the pastures of the Midland Counties, and Adam Smith had already provided a logical argument that reconciled men's minds to the change. In this atmosphere the Baldwin family departed from Shropshire to seek their fortunes nearer the new plenty.
It was only twenty miles to Stourport in Worcestershire, where Brindley's Canal joined the River Severn. The situation was suitable for the establishment of an iron foundry. The Baldwins were of Quaker stock, which implied a belief in progress and a mild dissatisfaction with the old order of things, Probably Shropshire, with its stately homes and maturing parklands, had* grown a little static for any save the richer squires and better craftsman. The new industrialism offered greater freedom to the individual and a better opportunity to regulate his own existence. The contractual life suited the non-conformist mentality that had chafed under the burden of status. The advantages derived from the new found mineral wealth served to offset their political and religious uneasiness. It must be remembered that the eighteenth century, which had opened in a blaze of glory, was closed in revolution, fear and apprehension. The fact that there was an outlet for dissatisfaction saved England all the turmoils that afflicted the Continent.
The sturdy dissenting stocks worked off their sense of inferiority in the new machines. They applied themselves to the task with religious fury. Where they had not had the opportunities for culture, they at least would not miss the opportunity of wealth. The disapproving critics were the old gentry who witnessed the material success of a sense of values they had always considered it prudent to suppress. There was also a type of labourer, typified later by Ned Lud, whose aristocratic indolence viewed the prospects of a machine age with alarm. In addition to these, the man with political vision had every reason to fear. The possibility of the new prosperity asphyxiating the sense of permanence and stability was probable. This